THE PRELUDE
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages
as they prepare for worship.)
BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST
THE PASSING OF PEACE
THE GATHERING HYMN Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
From the new Presbyterian Hymnal
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning; keep your lamps trimmed and
burning; keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for the time is drawing
nigh.
Sisters, don’t grow weary; brothers, don’t grow weary; children, don’t
grow weary, for the time is drawing nigh.
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
The Kabana’s
Light four candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining.
THE CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Minister: Jesus says: I am coming soon!
Congregants: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
Minister: There was a young woman who was with child.
Congregants: She will call him Emmanuel, God is with us!
Minister: Let us worship God.
THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION (unison)
O God of majesty and mystery,
Whose nature is beyond our knowing,
and yet Who has revealed Yourself
in the child of Bethlehem,
we come to You in praise and adoration
for the gift of Your presence in our world.
We are deeply aware of the darkness around us:
hate and strife, envy and deceit,
suffering and loss, greed and selfishness.
So we are grateful for times like this,
when we bow at Your manger
and know the hope of redemption.
Tune our hearts this day to sing a new song,
and let it be heard throughout our lives.
We pray through Jesus, our joy and our song.

*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
We are not ready, O Lord,
for the coming of Christ into our lives.
There is much we are not prepared to surrender.
We do not want to give up our wayward ways
so that we might follow where he leads.
We cherish our possessions, and do not share.
We like being our own master,
even though we do not manage that well.
Lead us again to the manger, to the child,
to the cross, to the empty tomb,
and let us again sing of Your love and joy and peace.
Hear these our silent prayers.
*THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON
(Minister)
Jesus did not come to this world to condemn.
Rather, he came as one of us, incarnate,
that we might be saved.
His birth, his life, his death, his resurrection
is for the redemption of us all.
Hear this most important message of Christmas:
God, through His Son Jesus Christ,
has forgiven us all our sins.
Praise His holy and blessed name!
*HYMN 9

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

(verse 3)

O come, Desire of nations, bind All peoples in one heart and mind; Bid
envy, strife, and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven's
peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

GROW SPIRITUALLY
THE FIRST LESSON Luke 1:39-45
39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 45And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.’
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE OFFERTORY

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
arr. Michael Praetorius

*THE DOXOLOGY

GO FAITHFULLY
*HYMN 41

O Come, All Ye Faithful

celebration of Holy Communion.
WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS to help provide transportation to church
each Sunday for some of our members who could not otherwise attend. If you are
interested in helping with this ministry, please contact the Minister.
ALL WORSHIPPERS ARE ENCOURAGED to sit towards the front of the
sanctuary, to help build a truly worshipping community with everyone gathered
together in praise.
"Devotional booklets and daily scripture reading guides can be found in the hallway
outside the fellowship hall in the new wall racks and on the table. Current and past
copies of devotional booklets including, These Days and The Upper Room are
available. Please help yourself to any of these excellent publications."

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

The 2017 Flower Calendar has been placed on the bulletin board outside the Church
Office.

*THE POSTLUDE

Calendar
Today

MSB refers to yellow Memorial Song Book
*Indicates the People Standing
Saturday
Ushers
Mac and Ann Pace

Announcements
Ushers for January 1, 2017 –
We will light the Baptismal Candle today in celebration of the baptism of Lucy
Ann-Robin Graybill who was presented for baptism on December 16, 2012 by her
parents Susan and Matt Graybill along with sister, Maggie.
The candle will also shine on December 18 for Tyler Joseph Allen who was
baptized on December 30, 2012. His parents are Emily and T.J. Allen and
celebrating with them are Tyler’s grandparents, Barry and Judy Ferrell along with
aunt and uncle, Kim and Wally O’Conner and cousins Cameron and Kaylee.
By lighting this candle we reaffirm our commitment to under take the
responsibility for the Christian nurture of these children, Lucy and Tyler. We
remember these children and their families with loving prayers.
THE NORTHMINSTER FAMILY SHARES ITS LOVE AND SUPPORT with The
Donato family, following the death of Mary Donato, this past week. We praise God
for His many blessings, including the assurance of Mary’s heavenly welcome.
Thank you to our Northminster Church Family for your cards, notes, words of
caring and your Christian love in recent days concerning my health issues. We are
so blessed to share in the fellowship and friendships of this caring church. Tom
Hale
Join us today for The Joy Gift program following the morning worship service.
Come and celebrate the Christmas season and enjoy Christian fellowship. A
Christmas program will be presented by the children. And Santa Claus may
make a surprise visit!
THERE WILL BE NO MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE on Sunday,

9:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
4:00 pm

Sunday School
Morning Worship
Joy Gift Meal
Christmas Eve Service / Communion

Next Sunday December 25, 2016

NO SERVICE

January 1, 2017

Sunday School
Morning Worship

9:45 am
11:00 am

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG
Russ Merritt. Interim Minister
Susie Tallmage, Secretary

Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Lauren Godsey, Nursery Attendant

Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.
Members
Bobby Brammer Kara Moretz Campbell
Eloise Dunagan
Barry Ferrell
Ella Guntner
Tom Hale
Jake Hayes
Betty Hinkle
Rose Howard
Atwood Huff
Mary Ann Huff
Jim Maile
Nancy Maile
Jace Newman
Mac Pace
Sandy Smith
Frances Stevens
George Wingeier
Shirley Wynn
Friends and Family
Mrs. Keith – (mother of Judy Ferrell)
Hayley Gutherie – (Grand-daughter of Sheila Gutherie)
Cindy Lanford – (daughter-in-law of Stan and Elise Lanford)
Mike Duckworth – (brother-in-law of Holly Woodson)
*THE SESSION *
Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson
Class of 2016: Kathy Baker, Sarah Godsey, Greg Cundiff, Chuck Lockard, Tom
Olsen
Class of 2017: Lynn Kirby, Judy Ferrell, Matt Graybill, Bob Newman, Dave Snider

