NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day

where deity was cradled in a manger.
Few saw or understood this in-breaking,
this Word made flesh,
this divine love become human.
As an adult Jesus walked among us,
healing, teaching, touching, preaching,
breaking new paths to truth,
and making hope and joy real.
He explained life as it really is, as God intends.
We join now with all who receive him,
and seek to serve in his mercy and grace,
sharing Christmas love, hope, joy, and peace.
So be it! Amen!
The Lighting of the Christ Candle

December Twenty Fourth the Year of Our Lord
Two Thousand Seventeen
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Prelude
The Welcome and Announcements
The Graybill Family

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to The Lord’s Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving / The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Distribution of the Elements
Congregational Hymn 112 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing
Hymn 147 The First Nowell
Prayer after Communion
*Hymn 122

Silent Night

(Bell Interlude between Verse 1 and 2)

*The Lighting of Candles
*Hymn of Celebration 134

Joy To The World

*The Charge and Benediction
Postlude

*Indicates the People Standing

Passing the Peace
The Gathering Hymn
Good Christians Friends Rejoice
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today; ox and ass before him now, and he is in the manger now. Christ is
born today! Christ is born today!
The Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle
The Call to Worship (responsive)
Minister: The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light.
Congregants: Those who lived in a land of darkness,
on them light has shined.
Minister: The light shines in the darkness.
Congregants: And the darkness has not overcome it.
Minister: Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Congregants: Come, let us adore him!
*Hymn of Praise 133

O Come, All Ye Faithful

*The Prayer of Invocation and Adoration (unison)
All glory be unto God in the highest,
and peace to all people on earth!
Living God, on this holy day we gather—
to stand with shepherds, amazed at Your glory;
to sing with angels, rejoicing in Your work;
to wait with Joseph, trusting in Your promise;

The O’Conner Family

to sit with Mary, cradling Your love.
May the good news that we hear this day inspire us
to tell the world of our great hope and joy,
for to us is born the Savior, the Messiah, the Lord.
Glory and praise to You forever! Amen.

*Response to the Assurance
113 Angels We Have Heard on High
(Verse One)
Angels we have heard on high; sweetly singing o’er the plains and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains, Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
The Christmas Prayer

First Lesson
Isaiah 9:2-7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For a child has been born for us, a
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
A Reading

Kneeling in Bethlehem

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Holy Son of God, Light of the world, God among us,
we repent of our many sins.
We are broken and rebellious against You,
and our choices are often contrary to Your Will.
Heal our brokenness, we pray, and bring us to wholeness.
Ease our pain and bring us hope, strength, and life.
Give us new heart, new joy, and a new song,
So that our prayers and our deeds may be one.
We ask it in the name of the baby who is King,
Your Love-made-flesh, Jesus our Christ,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Hear these our silent prayers.
(The congregation joins in silent prayers.)
Assurance of Pardon (Minister)
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace!
Christ has come! Christ is coming again!
Through him we are redeemed and made new!
The King of kings and Lord of lords reigns forever. Praise his holy name!

Marie Haines

Anthem

Ding Dong Merrily on High

Barbara Kinyon

Second Lesson
Luke 2:1-20
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went
to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.8 In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
11
to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
17
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The Sermon

A CHRISTMAS EVE MEDITATION

*Hymn 119

Hark! The Herald Angels

*Affirmation of Faith (unison)
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
We affirm that this joyous gospel
was proclaimed in Bethlehem

Communion Servers:
Greg Cundiff, Barry and Judy Ferrell, Matt Graybill, Lynn Kirby

Announcements
Ushers for December 31, 2017 – Allen Kling, Stan Lanford, Mac and Ann Pace
New address for Betty Dixon 3715 Mckinley Ave. Fort Myers FL 33901.
Phone number (239) 939-0638
Our Operation Christmas Child boxes are being delivered to Togo. Togo has 7.9 million people and is located is
West Africa. 40% of the population is 14 years old or younger. Your shoebox is just the first step to transforming a
young life for eternity. Every shoebox gift delivered by Operation Christmas Child is a tangible expression of God’s
love. This year in Togo, Bible lessons will be offered to children who receive a shoebox gift. These 12 lessons guide
children through a study of who Jesus Christ is, what it means to follow Him, and how to share this exciting message
with others. More than 118,000 children in Togo have enrolled in this program since it started, and over 101,000
have graduated. Thanks to everyone who supported this ministry!
Devotional booklets and daily scripture reading guides can be found in the hallway outside the fellowship hall in the
new wall racks and on the table. Current and past copies of devotional booklets including, These Days and The
Upper Room are available. Please help yourself to any of these excellent publications.

Calendar
Today

Next Sunday

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG
Russ Merritt, Transitional Minister
Susie Tallmage, Secretary

9:45 am
11:00 am
9:45 am
11:00 am

Sunday School
Christmas Service
Sunday School
Worship Service

Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Lauren Godsey, Nursery Attendant

Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.
Members
Bobby Brammer Betty Dixon
Jake Hayes
Betty Hinkle
Rose Howard
Jim Maile
Jace Newman
Mac Pace
Sandy Smith
Ruth St. Cyr
Jo Ann Threlkeld Lois Waddell
Shirley Wynn

Michael Hambrick
Lois Hopkins
Floyd Moretz
Buddy Smith
Frances Stevens
George Wingeier

Friends and Family
Cindy Lanford – (daughter-in-law of Stan and Elise Lanford)
*THE SESSION *
Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson
Class of 2017: Lynn Kirby, Judy Ferrell, Matt Graybill, Bob Newman, Dave Snider
Class of 2018: Dana Esworthy, Barry Ferrell, Jyke Jones, Stan Lanford, Ann Pace
Class of 2019: Margie Cundiff, John Kabana, Allen Kling, Sarah Plymale,
Holly Woodson

10:30 am

Summer Worship

