*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
(unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day
July Fifteenth the Year of Our Lord
Two Thousand Eighteen
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
________________________________________________________________________________________

GATHER JOYFULLY

THE OFFERTORY
*THE DOXOLOGY

THE PRELUDE

GO FAITHFULLY
*HYMN 265

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION
II Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Amos 7:7-15; Ephesians 1:3-14
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare for worship.)

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST

*THE POSTLUDE

THE PASSING OF PEACE

*Indicates the People Standing

THE GATHERING HYMN 408
There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit
There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord; there are
sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. Sweet Holy Spirit,
sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love; and for these blessings we
lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived when we shall
leave this place.

If standing is difficult, please remain seated. Larger print bulletins are available.

Ushers
Jyke Jones, Susan Lockard, Mac and Ann Pace
Acolytes
Mia Esworthy, Skyler Hayes

WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought you here
today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our lives!

THE CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
Minister: This is God's day, and we are His people.
Congregants: Let us come into His presence
with praise and thanksgiving.
Minister: Let us lift up our hearts with gladness.
Congregants: Let us sing praises to Him forever.
Minister: Come, let us worship God!
THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION (unison)
Heavenly Father, God of grace and glory,
Giver of life and truth, peace and joy,
we gather this morning in thanksgiving
for all Your many blessings, known and unknown.
We come to give You praise for Your goodness,

for Your gifts to us from Your Holy Spirit,
and especially for Your gift of Jesus Christ,
in whom we have remission for our sins
and the promise of new and eternal life with You.
Be with us in our worship, and bless us,
as we seek to draw closer to You.
Through Christ we make our prayers. Amen.
* HYMN 663

Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun

*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of grace, God of holiness, we confess
that we have not lived to Your glory,
nor have we obeyed Your Word
or followed where You have called us.
You show us what is right and good,
but so often we choose a different path.
You give us gifts to use in service to others
but we live lives that are self-centered.
Forgive us, God of mercy and love.
Redeem us from our sin and our broken ways
and restore us in Your image
so that our lives might honor You.
Hear these our silent prayers.
*THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Minister)
* RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
Glory Be to the Father Hymn 581
Glory Be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

GROW SPIRITUALLY
THE FIRST READING GOD’S WORD Deuteronomy 30:15-20
15
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you
shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow
down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth

to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him,
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
MUSIC VOLUNTARY

Jeff Midkiff

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/CHILDREN LEAVE FOR JP’S
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD Psalm 139: 1-18
1
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away. 3 You search out my path and my lying down, and are
acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it
completely. 5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is
too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.7 Where can I go from your spirit? Or
where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in
Sheol, you are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 11 If I say, ‘Surely
the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night’, 12 even the darkness is not
dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 13 For it was you who
formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 15 My frame
was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the
earth. 16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that
were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 17 How weighty to me are your thoughts,
O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come
to the end—I am still with you.
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
THE SERMON

BEING KNOWN BY GOD

*HYMN 442

Just as I Am, Without One Plea

Dr. Russ Merritt

Announcements
Ushers for July 22, 2018 – Lynn Kirby, Allen Kling, Stan Lanford
Marie Haines appreciates the congregation for all the prayers, calls, cards and visits while in the hospital and
rehab. My hip replacement has restored my ability to walk pain free.
Thank you for your prayers and support they have meant so much to me. Please continue praying for my family
they are taking wonderful care of me. Thank you for the flower, they are beautiful. I love you all. Betty Dixon
Rose Howards new phone number is 540-400-0857
The Mission Committee is going to be collecting USED ink cartridges. They can be business or personal ones. We
will be donating them to RAM. A plastic container has been placed in the Vestibule area. We will be collecting
them till the end of the year or as long as RAM is asking for them. Thanks in advance for your donation of used ink
cartridges.
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE begins at 10:30, and extends through the end of August. All services will be
informal.
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL for adults and youth ages 10 and up focuses on “Bible 101” a special class
introducing Bible study for all levels of learners.
Class begins at 9:30 each Sunday through the summer.

Today

9:30 am
10:30 am

Sunday School
Summer Worship

Next Sunday

9:30am

Sunday School

10:30 am

Summer Worship

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG
Russ Merritt, Transitional Pastor
Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Susie Tallmage, Secretary
Lauren Godsey, Nursery Attendant
Ministers…Members of Northminster
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.
Members
Bobby Brammer
Betty Dixon
Jake Hayes
Betty Hinkle
Jane Horeis
Rose Howard
Margie Lemon
Jim Maile
Jenny Nabywaniec
Ramona Ortiz
Mac Pace
Buddy Smith
Sandy Smith
Frances Stevens
Bill Waddell
George Wingeier

Michael Hambrick
Lois Hopkins
Tom Kirby
Floyd Moretz
Ann Pace
Karen Smith
Jo Ann Threlkeld
Shirley Wynn

Friends and Family
Mike Duckworth-(Holly Woodson’s brother-in-law)
Cindy Lanford – (daughter-in-law of Stan and Elise Lanford)

*THE SESSION *
Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson
Class of 2018: Dana Esworthy, Barry Ferrell, Jyke Jones, Stan Lanford, Ann Pace
Class of 2019: Margie Cundiff, John Kabana, Allen Kling, Sarah Plymale,
Holly Woodson
Class of 2020: Bob Bielawski, Frankie Bielawski, Lynn Kirby, Bob Newman,
Dave Snider

10:30 am

Summer Worship

