GATHER JOYFULLY
THE PRELUDE
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION
Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133; Matthew 15:21-28
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare for worship.)
BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST
THE CALL TO WORSHIP
Give thanks to the Lord and call on His name.
Make known God's deeds among all the peoples.
Sing to the Lord, sing praises to God.
Tell of all the Lord's wonderful works.
Come, let us worship our God.
THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION
Almighty and loving God,
You have broken the tyranny of sin
and sent the Spirit of Your Son into our hearts.
As we gather before You in worship,
give us grace to dedicate ourselves to Your service.
Through Christ we pray. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE 645
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above (Verse 1)
Sing praise to God who reigns above,
the God of all creation,
the God of power, the God of love,
the God of our salvation.
With healing balm my soul is filled,
and every faithless murmur stilled:
to God all praise and glory!
THE CALL TO CONFESSION
Blessed are those who love the Lord
and walk in His ways.
Knowing that we too often walk on other paths,
let us come to Him and confess
our need for His forgiveness.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Our heavenly Father,
too often we speak and act
without seeking Your wisdom and guidance.
We are so immersed in our sinfulness,
that we hurt others, and we disobey You,
even as we try to do what is right.
In these tumultuous days, turn our hearts to You.
Remove the scales from our eyes
and give us ears to hear Your Word.

Take our faltering attempts at faithfulness
and use them to lead us to paths of righteousness.
Hear these our silent prayers.
THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
The Apostle Paul writes: "There is therefore now
no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.
For the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has set you free from the law of sin and death.
This is astounding good news: through Christ, we are forgiven!
RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS 581 Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
GROW SPIRITUALLY
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD Galatians 5:16-25
16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is opposed
to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent
you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am
warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 By
contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness,
and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD I Corinthians 13:1-7
1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my possessions, and
if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient; love is
kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable
or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
THE PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, open our hearts and minds
by the power of Your Holy Spirit,
so that as Your Word is proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what You say to us this day.
Through Christ, the living Word, we pray. Amen.

THE SERMON
HYMN OF COMMITMENT 693

A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER
Though I May Speak

Dr. Merritt

(Verses 1-3)

Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control;
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship, and are freed.
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

GO FAITHFULLY
HYMN OF DEDICATION 838
Standing on the Promises (Verses 1 and 3)
Standing on the promises of Christ my king,
through eternal ages let his praises ring;
glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,
standing on the promises of God.
Refrain:
Standing, standing,
standing on the promises of God my Savior;
standing, standing,
I’m standing on the promises of God.
Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord,
bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord,
overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword,
standing on the promises of God.

Refrain:
Standing, standing,
standing on the promises of God my Savior;
standing, standing,
I’m standing on the promises of God.
THE CHARGE (Minister)
THE BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE

Thought for the Week: Genesis 1:28b: "Fill the earth and be its master. Rule over the fish in the sea
and over the birds in the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth"

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OUR AUGUST SERMON SERIES is "Basic Christian Beliefs", in which we focus on some of the affirmations
of faith found in the Apostles's Creed. This morning we consider: "I believe in the Holy Spirit."
THE SESSION WILL HOLD ITS REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING next Sunday, August 23, following the
morning worship service. If you would like to join the church membership, or have business for the elders, please let
the Minister know.
The Presbyterian Center is in need of school supplies and asking for donations. A list of supplies needed is on the
bulletin board across from the secretary’s office.
People are using our Blessing Box! If you would like to donate food or other non-perishable items for the Blessing Box, please
leave them with Susie.
THE OFFERING WILL NOT BE COLLECTED and plates will not be passed during the service, to protect worshippers from any
possible surface-based contagion. Plates are located in the narthex, for worshippers to place their gifts following the service.
NORTHMINSTER HAS RESUMED WORSHIP in the sanctuary. The Session has approved a number of guidelines and
practices for in-person worship, due to the health concerns of us all. Please be aware of those new practices, and join us in taking
steps to reduce the risk of spreading the coronavirus. If you need a copy of the guidelines, or have thoughts you'd like to share,
please contact the Minister.
Kidviv is zooming Thursday evenings with music from Melissa, devotion from Lauren, and prayers with Russ. Last week was on
prayer and this week is on faith.
Caitlin is zooming with older youth and working on projects.
Northminster is proud to announce we have joined the Kroger Community Rewards Program. To participate simply go to
the kroger.com website. Once logged into your Kroger account, you can search for Northminster Presbyterian Church either by
name or code PL601 and then click Enroll. New users will need to create an account which requires some basic information, a valid
email address and a Rewards Card. REMEMBER, purchases will not count for the church until after you register your Rewards
Card. You must swipe your registered Kroger Rewards Card or use the phone number that is related to your registered
Kroger Rewards Card when shopping for each purchase to count. If a you do not yet have a Kroger Rewards Card, they are available
at the customer service desk at any Kroger. Contact Chuck Lockard if you have any questions. Thanks for supporting our work at
Northminster!
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NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250
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Russ Merritt, Transitional Pastor
Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Susie Tallmage, Secretary
Lauren Godsey, Nursery Attendant
Ministers…Members of Northminster

If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please contact the Minister. If prayers
have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by removing your name from the list, let the Minister know.
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.
Members
Frances Bowling
Bobby Brammer
Michael Hambrick
Jake Hayes
Atwood Huff
Barbara Jones
Homer Linton
Floyd Moretz
Don Myers
Ann Pace
Buddy Smith
Sandy Smith
Jo Ann Threlkeld
Shirley Wynn

Charlotte Cooley
Betty Hinkle
Bob Lancaster
Mary Moretz
Mac Pace
Frances Stevens

Friends and Family
Joaquin Bielawski
Nancy Assaid (Sherry Moses' sister)
*THE SESSION *
Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson
Elders: Bob Bielawski, Frankie Bielawski, Jeff Echols, Judy Ferrell, Vee Hayes, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard, Sherry Moses,
Bob Newman, Jeremy Newman, Betsy Robison, Dave Snider, Ray Williams, Gayle Wise

