NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
DECEMBER 27, 2020
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

GATHER JOYFULLY
THE PRELUDE
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION
Isaiah 52: 7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1: 1-14
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare for worship.)
BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST
THE CALL TO WORSHIP
From the stillness of the blessed night of Jesus’ birth
We come before You, O God, in praise and thanksgiving.
From the astounding news sung to the shepherds
We thank You for the gift of Your Son.
Let our hearts keep the joy and peace of Christmas always.
Let our spirits rejoice in God’s presence with us.
Fill us with Your love, O God.
Pour your peace upon us that we may be bearers of Your Good News.
Let us worship God!
THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION
God, who walks with each one of us, help us to place our trust in your guiding care for us as we gather to
learn the great lessons of living in peaceful community with each other. Prepare us to be witnesses of your
love and forgiveness. Make us ready to work for you in your creation; for we ask this in the name of Jesus,
your beloved Son. AMEN.
HYMN OF PRAISE 133

O Come, All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels!
Refrain:
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him,
Christ, the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels;
sing in exultation;
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! [Refrain]

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory given;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Refrain]
THE CALL TO CONFESSION
In Jesus Christ our Lord the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all. With confidence and joy, let us confess our sin.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Lord, it's only a few days after the Christmas celebration and we are exhausted. People have come and
gone; gatherings are winding down; we are being reminded of the “normalcy" of life returning to us. We
don't want to go there just yet. We want to linger in the warmth of the season. Forgive us when we don't
seem to feel your warmth in our lives all the time. Forgive us when we assign warmth only to Christmas,
and then to Easter and seem to dwell on the mundane the rest of the time. Give us courage to live as people
of the Light, those who find your comforting, encouraging presence in our lives at all times. Strengthen us
for joyful service in your name.
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION. AMEN.
THE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
People of God, feel the presence of God right now, in this place,
warming your hearts, forgiving your fears and strife; preparing you
for joyful service. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are beloved and forgiven.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS HYMN 113

Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

GROW SPIRITUALLY
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD Psalm 98
1
O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. His right hand and his holy arm have
gained him victory. 2 The Lord has made known his victory; he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the
nations. 3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the
earth have seen the victory of our God. 4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous
song and sing praises. 5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody.6 With
trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 7 Let the sea roar, and all
that fills it; the world and those who live in it. 8 Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for
joy 9 at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with
righteousness, and the peoples with equity.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD Matthew 1: 18-24
18
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.
20
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22All
this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 ‘Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,
THE PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Heavenly Father,
open our ears to hear this familiar story
as if for the first time.
Open our eyes to see the diverse cast
gathered at the manger.
Open our hearts to the power of your love
as revealed in this amazing story.
Open our lives to the possibility of transformation,
as we encounter once again
God-With-Us, Emmanuel. Amen.
THE SERMON
HYMN OF COMMITMENT 119
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king!”
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ. the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of the virgin’s womb.

Do You Believe in Miracles?
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Pam Claterbaugh

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate deity,
pleased in flesh with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain]
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth. [Refrain]
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

GO FAITHFULLY
HYMN OF DEDICATION 134

Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
THE CHARGE

THE BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE
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Thought for the Week: But the land that you will soon cross the Jordan River to take is a land of hills
and valleys, a land that drinks rain from heaven. It is a land the Lord your God cares for. His eyes are on
it continually, and he watches it from the beginning of the year to the end. Deuteronomy 11:11-12

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PERSONS WORSHIPING IN PERSON IN THE SANCTUARY are encouraged to move to their seats as soon as they arrive, and
not to spend much time visiting in the narthex, so that we can continue to control the possible spread of the virus.
The Presbyterian Center is in need of school supplies and asking for donations. A list of supplies needed is on the bulletin board
across from the secretary’s office.
THE OFFERING WILL NOT BE COLLECTED and plates will not be passed during the service, to protect worshippers from any
possible surface-based contagion. Plates are located in the narthex, for worshippers to place their gifts following the service.
Northminster is proud to announce we have joined the Kroger Community Rewards Program. To participate simply go to
the kroger.com website. Once logged into your Kroger account, you can search for Northminster Presbyterian Church either by
name or code PL601 and then click Enroll. New users will need to create an account which requires some basic information, a valid
email address and a Rewards Card. REMEMBER, purchases will not count for the church until after you register your Rewards
Card. You must swipe your registered Kroger Rewards Card or use the phone number that is related to your registered
Kroger Rewards Card when shopping for each purchase to count. If a you do not yet have a Kroger Rewards Card, they are available
at the customer service desk at any Kroger. Contact Chuck Lockard if you have any questions. Thanks for supporting our work at
Northminster!
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Russ Merritt, Transitional Pastor
Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Susie Tallmage, Secretary
Lauren Axelson, Nursery Attendant
Ministers…Members of Northminster

If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please contact the Minister. If prayers
have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by removing your name from the list, let the Minister know.
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.
Members
Frances Bowling
Bobby Brammer
Jim Cregger
Michael Hambrick
Maryanne Huff
Atwood Huff
Dennis Kincer
Bob Lancaster
Floyd Moretz
Mary Moretz
Mac Pace
Buddy Smith
Frances Stevens
Jo Ann Threlkeld

Charlotte Cooley
Jake Hayes
Barbara Jones
Homer Linton
Ann Pace
Sandy Smith

Friends and Family
Joaquin Bielawski
Nancy Assaid (Sherry Moses' sister)
Tim Smith (Karen’s husband)

*THE SESSION *
Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson
Elders: Bob Bielawski, Frankie Bielawski, Jeff Echols, Judy Ferrell, Vee Hayes, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard, Sherry Moses,
Bob Newman, Jeremy Newman, Betsy Robison, Dave Snider, Gayle Wise

