NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day
June 6, 2021
Second Sunday after Pentecost

GATHER JOYFULLY

THE PRELUDE
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION
I Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20; Psalm 138; Mark 3:20-35
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare for
worship.)
BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST
HYMN OF PRAISE 15

All Creatures of Our God and King

All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
O brother sun with golden beam,
O sister moon with silver gleam,
sing praises! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
All who for love of God forgive,
all who in pain or sorrow grieve,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears;
so, even in the midst of tears,
sing praises! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
THE CALL TO WORSHIP (from Matt. 9:13 and Ps. 130:7)
The Lord desires mercy, not sacrifices.
He calls not the righteous, but sinners.
People of God, hope in the Lord,
for with God there is steadfast love.
Let us worship the Lord.

(Verse 1 and 4)

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION
Our God, Almighty and Eternal One,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
You have assured us of our forgiveness and new life.
Be with us this day as we gather in worship.
Hear our prayers, challenge our lives,
inform our minds, soothe our hearts,
and speak to our spirits.
Bring us closer to our Lord,
and guide us on our journey.
We pray through the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
RESPONSE HYMN 581 Glory Be to the Father
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, amen.
A GRADUATE'S REFLECTIONS

Mason Esworthy

GROW SPIRITUALLY
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD Matthew 10:26-31
26
‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing
secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by
your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are
of more value than many sparrows.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD Genesis 21:8-21
8
The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac
was weaned. 9But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to
Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10So she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave woman
with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.’ 11The
matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12But God said to Abraham,
‘Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah
says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named after
you. 13As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is
your offspring.’ 14So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water,
and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And
she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.15 When the water in the
skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16Then she went and sat down
opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let me
look on the death of the child.’ And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and
wept. 17And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from
heaven, and said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the
voice of the boy where he is. 18Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for
I will make a great nation of him.’ 19Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water.
She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 20 God was with the boy,
and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. 21He lived
in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.
THE PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
O God, You lift us up and show us
the whole world You have made,
and You call us to live for a moment
in the boundless mystery of eternity
and in the presence of You and Your love for all.
So startle us with Your truth
and open our hearts to Your Will for us,
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE SERMON
HYMN OF COMMITMENT 661
Why should I feel discouraged?
Why should the shadows come?
Why should my heart be lonely
and long for heaven and home,
when Jesus is my portion?
My constant friend is he:
his eye is on the sparrow,
and I know he watches me;
his eye is on the sparrow,

NOT A SPARROW FALLS
His Eye Is On the Sparrow

Russ Merritt
(Verse 1)

and I know he watches me.
Refrain:
I sing because I’m happy,
I sing because I’m free,
for his eye is on the sparrow,
and I know he watches me.
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He
shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
universal church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GO FAITHFULLY

HYMN OF DEDICATION For All the Saints

(Verse 1 and 2)

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
THE BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE
OUR SERVICE
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Thought for the Week: Psalm Thank you, God, for water soil and air, large gifts
supporting everything that lives. Brian A Wren Hymn
EARTH CARE:
Knowing the 2050 goal set by the Paris Climate Accords is to reduce the average U.S.
resident’s 16.1 tons of carbon emission per year to 2.1 tons, consider what you can do to
work toward that reduction. The following tip provides a place to start! Every small step
will help shrink our carbon footprint.
Inflate your tires. If you do drive, make sure your tires are properly inflated. This can cut
your carbon emissions by up to 700 pounds a year.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WE CONGRATULATE MASON ESWORTHY, who graduates from Salem High School
and in the fall will matriculate at Elon College in North Carolina. Mason has an
outstanding academic and athletic record at Salem and with several athletic travel teams,
and carries with him a strong faith, nurtured through his life at Northminster. We all wish
him the very best, and will remember him in our prayers.
To my Northminster family, many thanks for the love and support during this difficult
time. Thank you for the prayers, calls and food. We love and thank you for all you do for
us. The Waddell family.
THE MINISTER WILL BE AWAY ON FAMILY VACATION next week, so we are
delighted to once again have our own Pam Claterbaugh preaching for us in his absence.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated during the morning
Worship service on Sunday, June 20.
ONLINE "ZOOM" BIBLE STUDY is being held on Wednesday evenings, at 7:00. If
someone wants to join the zoom Bible study please contact the church secretary.
THE DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY IS MAKING PLANS for children and their families to
return to church. Parents are invited to share their thoughts and ideas with Frankie
Bielawski, Ministry liaison.
As warm weather approaches and you start getting out your warm weather clothes, please
remember that we are collecting coats and cold-weather shoes that you may be thinking
about replacing for Blue Ridge Literacy. Thank you for your support of this project.
The Presbyterian Center is in need of school supplies and asking for donations. A list of
supplies needed is on the bulletin board across from the secretary’s office.
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Russ Merritt, Transitional Pastor
Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Susie Tallmage, Secretary
Lauren Axelson, Nursery Attendant
Ministers…Members of Northminster
If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer,
please contact the Minister. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s
goodness by removing your name from the list, let the Minister know.
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.
Members
Jessee Amos
Frances Bowling
Charlotte Cooley
Jim Cregger
Jake Hayes
Lois Hopkins
Dennis Kincer
Bob Lancaster
Susan Lockard
Floyd Moretz
Ann Pace
Mac Pace
Sandy Smith
Frances Stevens
Ray Williams

Bobby Brammer
Michael Hambrick
Barbara Jones
Homer Linton
Mary Moretz
Buddy Smith
Jo Ann Threlkeld

Friends and Family
Joaquin Bielawski
Woody Huff (Mary Anne Huffs son)
Nancy Assaid (Sherry Moses' sister)
Donna Betters (Sherry Moses)
Berkley Persinger (Elise Lanford’s cousin)

*THE SESSION *
Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson
Elders:
Kathy Baker, Bob Bielawski, Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard
Claterbaugh, Trent Cundiff, Judy Ferrell, Tom Hale, Vee Hayes, Daniel Kirby, Chuck
Lockard, Sherry Moses, Debbie Newman, Jeremy Newman, Gayle Wise

