NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day
May 23, 2021
Day of Pentecost

GATHER JOYFULLY

THE PRELUDE
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34; Romans 8:22-27
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare for
worship.)
BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST
HYMN OF PRAISE 289 On Pentecost They Gathered Verses 1 and 3
On Pentecost they gathered quite early in the day,
a band of Christ’s disciples, to worship, sing, and pray.
A mighty wind came blowing, filled all the swirling air,
and tongues of fire a-glowing inspired each person there.
God pours the Holy Spirit on all who would believe,
on women, men, and children who would God’s grace receive.
That Spirit knows no limit, bestowing life and power.
The church, formed and reforming, responds in every hour.
THE CALL TO WORSHIP
How many are Your works, O Lord!
In wisdom You have made them all.
The earth and the sea are full of Your creatures.
When You open Your hand,
they are satisfied with good things.
When You send Your Spirit they are re-created,
and You renew the face of the earth.
So come, let us worship God.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND ADORATION
Startle us with Your Truth, O God.
We are so busy and preoccupied,
anxious and worried about this and that,

that we miss Your miracles all around us-miracles of life and love and beauty and strength.
So startle us and open our hearts and minds
to Your Word, Your presence, Your love and grace.
Be with us now in worship, and hear our praise.
Through Christ we pray. Amen.
RESPONSE HYMN 282 Come Down, O Love Divine Verse 1
Come down, O Love Divine;
seek out this soul of mine,
and visit it with your own ardor glowing.
O Comforter, draw near;
within my heart appear,
and kindle it, your holy flame bestowing.

GROW SPIRITUALLY
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD Ezekiel 37:1-14
1
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these
bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded;
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin
had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast
multitude.11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring
you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.’
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD Mark 5:21-43
21
When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered round
him; and he was by the lake. 22Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came
and, when he saw him, fell at his feet 23and begged him repeatedly, ‘My little daughter is at
the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and
live.’ 24So he went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25Now
there was a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had
endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and she was no better,
but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and
touched his cloak, 28for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.’ 29Immediately
her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her
disease. 30Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the
crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ 31And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the
crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ 32He looked all round to
see who had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and
trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34He said to her, ‘Daughter,
your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.’ 35 While he was
still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, ‘Your daughter is dead. Why
trouble the teacher any further?’ 36But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of
the synagogue, ‘Do not fear, only believe.’ 37He allowed no one to follow him except Peter,
James, and John, the brother of James. 38When they came to the house of the leader of the
synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39When he had entered,
he said to them, ‘Why do you make a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but
sleeping.’ 40And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father
and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41He took her by
the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha cum’, which means, ‘Little girl, get up!’ 42And immediately
the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were
overcome with amazement. 43He strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and told
them to give her something to eat.
THE PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Almighty God, God of grace and glory,
open our eyes, our hearts, and our minds
to hear, to see, and to know Your Word
as we consider the words of Your Scripture.
Empower us with the wisdom
to hear, to see, and to know
what the Spirit is saying to the Church,
to Northminster, and to each of us.
Through Christ we pray. Amen.
THE SERMON

RESTORATION

Russ Merritt

HYMN OF COMMITMENT 286 Breathe on Me, Breath of God Verses 1,2 and 4
Breathe on me, Breath of God;
fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love,
and do what thou wouldst do.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
till I am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me
glows with thy fire divine.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
so shall I never die,
but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed (Unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation to The Lord’s Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Sharing the Bread and the Cup
Prayer of Dedication
GO FAITHFULLY

HYMN OF DEDICATION 846 Fight the Good Fight Verses 1 and 4
Fight the good fight with all thy might.
Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right.

Lay hold on life, and it shall be
thy joy and crown eternally.
Faint not nor fear: God's arms are near.
God changeth not, and thou art dear.
Only believe, and thou shalt see
that Christ is all in all to thee.
THE BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE
OUR SERVICE
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Thought for the Week: Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of his hands.
THIS WEEK’S TIP:
EAT THOSE LEFTOVERS:
A great way to be a steward to the Earth is to consume your food. Did you know that
Americans throw away 25% of the food they buy? Not only is this a waste of money but it
is also harmful to the environment. Producing food takes land, water, and heavy machinery.
By eating your leftovers you are not only saving money but also preventing energy waste
from food production. Not to mention you are keeping them from taking up space in a
landfill.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Susie Tallmage would like to thank the people of Northminster for all the
prayers, calls, and cards during the loss of her mother-in-law. You truly are
a loving group of people.
THE SESSION WILL HOLD ITS REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
today, May 23, following the morning worship service. If you have matters to come before
the elders, or if you wish to join the church, please contact the Minister.
Again, the Mission Committee would like to thank the people who have contributed food and
money to the Blessing Box. It has been very successful and we feel it is filling a need in our

community. Since it is an ongoing project we will always accept donations and your prayers.
Thank you again.
ONLINE "ZOOM" BIBLE STUDY is being held on Wednesday evenings, at 7:00. If
someone wants to join the zoom Bible study please contact the church secretary.
We will be receiving the Pentecost offering today through May 23rd, Pentecost
Sunday. Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the
birthday of the church. The Holy Spirit remains with us still, connecting us with the church
of the past, continuing to inspire the church of today, and pointing us to the church of the
future. Each year, this celebration is marked by receiving the Pentecost offering which
nurtures the faith of those who are the church to come--children, youth and young adults.
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure a
lifelong faith and service. If you would like to participate in this offering, you can find the
envelopes on the table in the narthex.
THE DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY IS MAKING PLANS for children and their families to
return to church. Parents are invited to share their thoughts and ideas with Frankie
Bielawski, Ministry liaison.
As warm weather approaches and you start getting out your warm weather clothes, please
remember that we are collecting coats and cold-weather shoes that you may be thinking
about replacing for Blue Ridge Literacy. Thank you for your support of this project.
The Presbyterian Center is in need of school supplies and asking for donations. A list of
supplies needed is on the bulletin board across from the secretary’s office.

Calendar
Today

11:00 am
12:00 pm

Morning Worship / Communion
Session Meeting

Next Sunday

11:00 am

Morning Worship

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG
Russ Merritt, Transitional Pastor
Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Susie Tallmage, Secretary
Lauren Axelson, Nursery Attendant
Ministers…Members of Northminster
If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer,
please contact the Minister. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s
goodness by removing your name from the list, let the Minister know.
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.
Members
Jessee Amos
Frances Bowling
Charlotte Cooley
Jim Cregger
Jake Hayes
Barbara Jones
Bob Lancaster
Homer Linton
Floyd Moretz
Mary Moretz
Mac Pace
Buddy Smith
Frances Stevens
Jo Ann Threlkeld

Bobby Brammer
Michael Hambrick
Dennis Kincer
Susan Lockard
Ann Pace
Sandy Smith
Ray Williams

Friends and Family
Joaquin Bielawski
Woody Huff (Mary Anne Huffs son)
Nancy Assaid (Sherry Moses' sister)
Donna Betters (Sherry Moses)
Berkley Persinger (Elise Lanford’s cousin)

*THE SESSION *
Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson
Elders:
Kathy Baker, Bob Bielawski, Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard
Claterbaugh, Trent Cundiff, Judy Ferrell, Tom Hale, Vee Hayes, Daniel Kirby, Chuck
Lockard, Sherry Moses, Debbie Newman, Jeremy Newman, Gayle Wise

