
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

 
 
 

December 14, 2025 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought 
you here today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our 
lives! 
 
 

 



GATHER JOYFULLY 
 
 

THE PRELUDE     
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; Matthew 11:2-11  
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare 
for worship.)         
 
BUILDING THE BODY  

                                                                                   
GATHERING HYMN   85     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. He is 
coming; tell the glad tidings. Let your lights be shining. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE               
 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive) 
Minister: "Prepare the way of the Lord!" 
Congregants: This Advent season, we seek to turn 
   to the light of Jesus Christ. 
Minister: "The light shines in the darkness,  
   and the darkness has not overcome it." 
Congregants: In faith and hope, we come 
   to praise, to pray, to share, and hear His Word.  
Minister: Let us worship our God! 
 
*ADVENT HYMN OF HOPE AND ANTICIPATION 
 102     Savior of the Nations, Come 
  

 *PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION (unison) 
God of glory, God of grace, God of all goodness,  
we give You our praise and our thanks as we gather. 
You alone are the true source of all hope, all joy, all peace, 
and we thank You for this time of celebration and worship. 
We yearn for Your true light in this world of shadows, 
and we seek Your guidance in the living of these days. 
We know that we are people who often sin and turn from You. 
We have not shared Your good news of Jesus Christ 



in our deeds, our words, our thoughts, our lives. 
We have too often focused on ourselves and neglected others. 
Help us to make real in this world the healing and loving presence 
of Jesus Christ, and to find in him all that we need. 
Hear these our private and personal prayers. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
 
*RESPONSE HYMN   107 
                        Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  (Verse 4) 
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night. Though dark the winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall crown you with light; be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; may God fill 
every day we share and bring us at last into glory. 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 
 

GROW SPIRITUALLY 
 
 
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD    Isaiah 9:2-6 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness,on them has light shined. 3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast 
increased its joy; they rejoice before thee as with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice 
when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, thou hast broken as on the day of Mid′ian. 5 For every boot 
of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 
 



ANTHEM                     Grow, Lovely Rose                      Gordon Young 
Grow, lovely Rose, grow there for me; Thou art my true, my saving Tree, sprung in 
the winter, 'mid winter's snow, blooming forever here below. 
 
Grow lovely Rose, in Thee I see all men's salvation, flowing free; 
Hope of the helpless, Friend of the weak, Thee O my Savior, help me to seek. 
 
Now we poor men, from sin set free, praise Thee forever;  
O may we be ever more loving, gentle and kind. 
               
MESSAGE FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES      
  
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD   Luke 1:39-55   
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a city of Judah, 
40 and she entered the house of Zechari′ah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the voice of your 
greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be[a] a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord.”  46 And Mary said, Mary’s Song of Praise “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has regarded the low estate of his 
handmaiden. For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who 
is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is on 
those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his 
arm, he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts, 52 he has put down 
the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree; 53 he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 54 He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his posterity for ever.” 
 
THE PRAYER FOR ENLIGHTENMENT (unison)  
Gracious God, for generations Your Word  
has brought love and life to Your people. 
Speak to us now, and help us to hear 
Your will and Your way, and in hearing  
may we be transformed as disciples  
of Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 



SERMON                                REMEMBERING MARY                              Dr. Merritt             
                                                                             
*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  105      People, Look East 

 
* PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF GIFTS  (unison) 
Heavenly Father, in this holiday season,  
many demands are placed on our time, 
on our resources, and on our focus and attention. 
Yet we are called to remember Who is the Author 
of all that we are and all that we have. 
Thank You for Your generous love throughout our lives. 
We bring these gifts now in thanksgiving to You,,  
we dedicate these offerings to Your service, 
and we give our lives to the work of Your Kingdom, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles’ Creed   (unison) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy universal church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
 

GO FAITHFULLY 
 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  106      Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
*CHARGE     
  
*THE BENEDICTION  
 

   THE POSTLUDE 
 
   YOUR SERVICE  
 



   *Indicates the People Standing 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
IT IS A JOY TO CELEBRATE THE BAPTISM of Adelynn Mae Axelson, infant 
daughter of Joe and Lauren Axelson, granddaughter of Ed and Sarah Godsey, niece 
of Caitlin Godsey, and grand-niece of Karen and Tim Smith. It is an honor and 
privilege of the Northminster family to share in this special ceremony, and to 
pledge our support and love for Addie and her family as she grows in the nurture 
and grace of our Lord! 
 
The Discipleship committee would like to thank all those who participated in the 
Agape angel tree this year.  We gave out 26 bags of gifts.  We are thankful you 
were willing to show your Christian love by sharing with the Agape kids.  
 
Lynn Kirby would like to thank Karen and Joe Gwitt, Holly Woodson, and Dana 
Esworthy for helping to organize the Agape kids’ bags. 
 
Holly would like to say a big "Thank You" to those people that have helped with 
the Blessing Box this year by helping me with groceries or filling the Blessing Box 
on a weekly basis.  Thank you to Kathy Baker, Di Brammer, Janet Harris, Hope 
Hale, Karen Smith, Nica Kincer, Terry James, Ron Staton, Floyd Moretz and Tom 
Hale.   "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it to me."  Matthew 25: 40     
 
JOY GIFT FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON – You are invited to join our Joy Gift 
Luncheon today following our worship service.   
 
We will be taking up the Joy Gift offering today. Through the Christmas Joy Gift 
offering, we support future church leaders. Fifty percent of your gifts make it 
possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges. The Joy Gift offering also supports our past and present leaders.  Fifty 
percent of your gifts help with current and retired church workers and their 
families with critical financial need. You will find offering envelopes on the lunch 
tables. 



Circle 1 will meet this Tuesday, December 16th, at 11:30 am at Famous Anthony’s 
Williamson Road. 
 
The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship will meet Thursday, December 18th, at 8:30, 
back at Famous Anthony’s, on Williamson Road next to the Brookside golf 
course.  This is always a great gathering—come and join us! 
 
The FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS will be held on Sunday, December 
21st during our 11am worship service. The service includes the reading of nine 
lessons, carols by the choirs and seasonal hymns. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated at our annual 
Christmas Eve  candle lighting worship service, at 4:00 p.m. Please make your 
plans to join us for this special time together! 
 
We are updating the address directory. A copy is in the narthex for you to check 
and see if your information is correct or changes need to be made. 
 
PURCHASE OF CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
This Christmas season, our church will be beautifully decorated with poinsettias 
given in memory of or in honor of loved ones and friends. Please see bulletin insert 
for more information or call Joe Gwitt  (540-819-0517)  Deadline will be December 
14, 2025. 
 
The Mitten Tree is up in the narthex and ready to be decorated with hats, gloves, 
pjs, underwear and any other small piece of clothing a needy family would need.   
 
Advent devotional booklets can be picked up in the narthex. 
 
THE AGAPE CONGREGATION is now worshipping in the Sanctuary each 
Sunday afternoon, beginning at 1:00.  If you would like to attend, or if you are 
interested in volunteering to help host these Christian brothers and sisters, mostly 
refugees from the Congo, please contact the Minister. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calendar 
 
Today                              10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                        12:00 pm          Joy Gift Luncheon 
                                          1:00 pm          Agape worship 
 
Tuesday                           11:30 am           Circle 1 at Famous Anthony’s 
Thursday                           8:30 am            Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
      
Next Sunday                   10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                          1:00 pm          Agape worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250 
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG 
 
Russ Merritt, Pastor    Melissa Hudson, Music Director 
Susie Tallmage, Secretary                   
                           Ministers…Members of Northminster 
 
If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please 
contact the Pastor. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by 
removing your name from the list, let the Pastor know. 
 
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers. 
Members 
Bill Bailey       Joyce Barker                Rob Barker     
Di Brammer          Pam Claterbaugh         Maggie Hambrick        
Marie Haines         Jake Hayes         Mary Anne Huff 
Dennis Kincer        Skylar Kirby                Ann Pace                
Mac Pace               Sandy Smith         Karen Smith                
 
Friends and Family 
Nancy Assaid Joaquin Bielawski 
Shirley Basham   Donna Betters    
Lucy Collier               Terry Foss    
Dan Cone                   George Smith              
Glenna Myers            Jack Argobast Jr. 
Connie Watkins         Tom Kirby                   
Rene Speese               Vicki Widener 
     

*THE SESSION * 
 

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson 
Elders: Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard Claterbaugh, Dana Esworthy, Matt 
Graybill, Joe Gwitt, Karen Gwitt, Maggie Hambrick, Gary Harris, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard, 
Judy Moore, Dave Snider, Ron Staton, Greg Theimer  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 


