NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day

December 28, 2025
First Sunday of Christmas

WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought
you here today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our
lives!



GATHER JOYFULLY

THE PRELUDE

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION

Isaiah 63: 7-9, Hebrews 2: 10-18, Psalm 148

(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare
for worship.)

BUILDING THE BODY

GATHERING HYMN
136 Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT

Refrain:

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

Down in a lowly manger

the humble Christ was born,

and God sent us salvation

that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

THE CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

Minister: We recount the gracious deeds of God, all the praiseworthy acts the Lord
has done for us.

Congregants: Praise God for coming to dwell among us, Immanuel.

Minister: Praise God for the good news of Jesus, the pioneer of our salvation.
Congregants: Praise God for making us brothers and sisters in Christ.
Minister: Praise God who is present with us still, lifting up and carrying us.
Congregants: God’s glory shines in heaven and on earth.

M: Let us worship our God.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
133 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES



*PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION (unison)

We come to you this day, gracious Lord, exhausted from all the activities of the
season. It seems that we spend so much energy, time, and resources in
preparation, and then when it is over, we collapse. We wonder what happened
to all the enthusiasm we had. Lord, forgive us for placing our energies in
getting and gathering. Give us peace and strength to renew our commitment to
you. Remind us again to look around at the many ways in which we can be of
service to you by serving others. Help us move forward in our compassion and
not collapse in our witness. Heal us, merciful Lord, for we ask this in Jesus’
Name. Hear these, our private and personal prayers. AMEN.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE HYMN
113 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA

Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

GROW SPIRITUALLY

THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD Psalm 148

! Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!  Praise
him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 3 Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all
you shining stars! 4Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the
heavens! 3 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were
created. ® He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot
be passed. 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, ® fire and
hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! °®Mountains and all
hills, fruit trees and all cedars! '®Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and
flying birds! ' Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
12Y oung men and women alike, old and young together! !* Let them praise the name
of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven. *He



has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel
who are close to him. Praise the Lord!

THE PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

HYMN 145 What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES

THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD Matthew 2: 13-23

3 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until
I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” '* Then Joseph got
up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt '° and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” '® When Herod saw that he had been
tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and
around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had
learned from the magi.l 7 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah
was fulfilled: ¥ “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
1 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, 2° “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel,
for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 2! Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 2> But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. ** There
he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through
the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

THE PRAYER FOR ENLIGHTENMENT (unison)

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light,
in your truth find wisdom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERMON Escape to Egypt Pam Claterbaugh



*HYMN OF COMMITMENT
119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN

* PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF GIFTS (unison)

In this gifting season, O God, we are grateful for the gift of your dear Son, our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Receive, we pray, these offerings we bring. May they be
used in the service of your grace and truth dwelling among us. In Christ’s holy
name we pray. Amen

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed (unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy universal church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GO FAITHFULLY
*HYMN OF DEDICATION
134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH
*CHARGE
*THE BENEDICTION

THE POSTLUDE

YOUR SERVICE

*Indicates the People Standing

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-A-737649 . All rights
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We welcome and thank C.W. Markham
for providing the music this morning.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Discipleship committee would like to thank all those who participated in the
Agape angel tree this year. We gave out 26 bags of gifts. We are thankful you
were willing to show your Christian love by sharing with the Agape kids.

Lynn Kirby would like to thank Karen and Joe Gwitt, Holly Woodson, and Dana
Esworthy for helping to organize the Agape kids’ bags.

Holly would like to say a big "Thank You" to those people that have helped with
the Blessing Box this year by helping me with groceries or filling the Blessing Box
on a weekly basis. Thank you to Kathy Baker, Di Brammer, Janet Harris, Hope
Hale, Karen Smith, Nica Kincer, Terry James, Ron Staton, Floyd Moretz and Tom
Hale.

"Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did
it to me." Matthew 25: 40

The Mitten Tree is up in the narthex and ready to be decorated with hats, gloves,
pjs, underwear and any other small piece of clothing a needy family would need.

THE AGAPE CONGREGATION is now worshipping in the Sanctuary each
Sunday afternoon, beginning at 1:00. If you would like to attend, or if you are
interested in volunteering to help host these Christian brothers and sisters, mostly
refugees from the Congo, please contact the Minister.

Calendar
Today 10:00 am Seekers Class
11:00 am Worship Service
1:00 pm Agape worship
Next Sunday 10:00 am Seekers Class

11:00 am Worship Service
1:00 pm Agape worship



NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG

Russ Merritt, Pastor Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Susie Tallmage, Secretary
Ministers...Members of Northminster

If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please
contact the Pastor. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by

removing your name from the list, let the Pastor know.

Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.

Members

Bill Bailey Joyce Barker Rob Barker

Di Brammer Pam Claterbaugh Maggie Hambrick
Marie Haines Jake Hayes Mary Anne Huff
Dennis Kincer  Skylar Kirby Ann Pace

Mac Pace Sandy Smith Karen Smith
Friends and Family

Nancy Assaid Joaquin Bielawski

Shirley Basham Donna Betters

Lucy Collier Terry Foss

Dan Cone George Smith

Glenna Myers Jack Argobast Jr.

Connie Watkins Tom Kirby

Renee Speese Vicki Widener

*THE SESSION *

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson

Elders: Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard Claterbaugh, Dana Esworthy, Matt
Graybill, Joe Gwitt, Karen Gwitt, Maggie Hambrick, Gary Harris, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard,
Judy Moore, Dave Snider, Ron Staton, Greg Theimer









