
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

 
 
 

November 16, 2025 
Twenty third Sunday of Pentecost 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought 
you here today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our 
lives! 
 
 

 



GATHER JOYFULLY 
 
 

THE PRELUDE     
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION 
Daniel 3: 1-29, 1 John 3: 1-3, Matthew 5: 1-12a 
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare 
for worship.)         
 
BUILDING THE BODY  

                                                                                   
GATHERING HYMN   336      We Gather Together 
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 
 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive) 
Minister: We come to celebrate God’s blessings to us. And we proclaim: 
 Congregation: Surely God is in this place! 
 Minister: We come to open ourselves to God’s guidance and love. And we say:  
Congregation: Surely God is in this place! 
Minister: We come to see more clearly God’s presence in our lives. And we cry: 
Congregation: Surely God is in this place! 
 Minister: We come to see God in community, both far and near, and we hold fast to 
the promise: 
Congregation:  Surely God is in this place!  
We come to pray, praise, and offer ourselves to God, and we exclaim:  
Congregation: Surely God is in this place!  
Minister: Come, let us worship! Our God!  
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  267    Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
 

 *PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION (unison) 
Eternal God, too often we settle for the way things are. We often find comfort 
in what is familiar, yet we disengage from the work of necessary change. We 
fail to hope for a new day and a new world because our current reality seems 
satisfactory. Forgive us. Have mercy upon us. Fill us with the passion to live 



and work towards a world that is just, equitable, and new. Hear these, our 
private and personal prayers. Amen 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
 
*RESPONSE HYMN   582  
                        Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, And to the Son, whose grace has 
pardoned me, And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
 

GROW SPIRITUALLY 
 
 
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD    Daniel 1:1-7 
1 In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave King Jehoiakim of Judah 
into his power, as well as some of the vessels of the house of God. These he brought 
to the land of Shinar, and he placed the vessels in the treasury of his gods. 3 Then the 
king commanded his palace master Ashpenaz to bring some of the Israelites of the 
royal family and of the nobility: 4 young men without physical defect and handsome, 
versed in every branch of wisdom, endowed with knowledge and insight, and 
competent to serve in the king’s palace; they were to be taught the literature and 
language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the royal 
rations of food and wine. They were to be educated for three years, so that at the end 
of that time they could be stationed in the king’s court. 6 Among them were Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, from the tribe of Judah. 7 The palace master gave 
them other names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, 
Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego. 
 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



ANTHEM              Let All the People Praise Thee            Natalie Sleeth 
 
Let all the people praise thee! Let all of the people praise thy name, O God, 
forevermore. Let all the nations bless thee! Let all of the nations bless thee now, O 
God, and bow before! Let every creature thee adore, and spread thy truth from shore 
to shore! O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from 
the stormy blast, and our eternal home.   
       
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD  
 Daniel 1: 18-21, 12: 5-9 

18 At the end of the time that the king had set for them to be brought in, the palace 
master brought them into the presence of Nebuchadnezzar, 19 and the king spoke with 
them. Among them all, no one was found to compare with Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah; therefore they were stationed in the king’s court. 20 In every matter of 
wisdom and understanding concerning which the king inquired of them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole 
kingdom. 21 And Daniel continued there until the first year of King Cyrus. 
5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and two others appeared, one standing on this bank of the 
stream and one on the other. 6 One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was 
upstream, “How long shall it be until the end of these wonders?” 7 The man clothed in 
linen, who was upstream, raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven. And 
I heard him swear by the one who lives forever that it would be for a time, two times, 
and half a time and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to 
an end all these things would be accomplished. 8 I heard but could not understand, so 
I said, “My lord, what shall be the outcome of these things?” 9 He said, “Go your way, 
Daniel, for the words are to remain secret and sealed until the time of the end. 

 
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)  
                                                                      (adapted from Psalm 19:14)               
Open us, Holy One, to your Word and your Way. Clear our minds of daily 
distractions. Fill our hearts with the humility we need to hear and receive the 
message you intend for us today. Amen.  
 
SERMON                              Dare To Be Like Daniel                       Pam Claterbaugh 
                                                                             
*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  260      Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 
* PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF GIFTS  (unison) 
Great and giving God, we know every good and perfect gift comes from you. In 
return, we offer these gifts and pray that they will not only meet the needs of 



others but also overflow with many expressions of gratitude to you. Thank you 
for our many blessings. Lord, show us how to use what you have given us to be a 
blessing to others. In the name of Jesus Christ, your indescribable gift. Amen. 
 
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles’ Creed   (unison) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy universal church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
 

GO FAITHFULLY 
 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  269          Lead on, O King Eternal! 
 
*CHARGE     
  
*THE BENEDICTION  
 

   THE POSTLUDE 
 
   YOUR SERVICE  
 
 
   *Indicates the People Standing 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship will meet Thursday, November 20th, at 8:30, back 
at Famous Anthony’s, on Williamson Road next to the Brookside golf 
course.  This is always a great gathering—come and join us! 
 
November 23 is a special Sunday!  Since it is "Christ the King Sunday", we will 
focus on  the Lordship of Jesus in our lives, and will gather at his Table of grace to 
celebrate communion. We will be joined by our sister congregation, Agape Church, 
whose pastor will share a brief  message (with translator).  Following the service,  
we will be treated with a wonderful Thanksgiving fellowship meal!  Please sign up 
in the narthex  if you plan to attend. 
 
Advent devotional booklets can be picked up in the narthex. 
 
Our Agape angel tree is up! If you would like to participate, pick an angel, sign out 
your angel on our sign-out sheet. If you choose to buy presents, we ask that you 
return the UNWRAPPED presents in an opaque container, such as a black trash bag 
by December 7th. Be sure to put your angel in the bag or attach it outside. 
 
If you choose to give money towards an angel, attach your angel to your check and 
put it in the offering plate or give it to Lynn Kirby. If you just want to donate 
money towards presents for any of the angels, make your check to Northminster 
and put angel tree on the memo line. Gifts will be given to the parents on 
December 14th and 21st. 
    
THE AGAPE CONGREGATION is now worshipping in the Fellowship Hall each 
Sunday afternoon, beginning at 1:00.  If you would like to attend, or if you are 
interested in volunteering to help host these Christian brothers and sisters, mostly 
refugees from the Congo, please contact the Minister. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calendar 
 
Today                              10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                          1:00 pm          Agape worship 
 
Thurs                                 8:30 am          Men’s Breakfast 
     
Next Sunday                   10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                                                 Thanksgiving fellowship luncheon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250 
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG 
 
Russ Merritt, Pastor    Melissa Hudson, Music Director 
Susie Tallmage, Secretary                   
                           Ministers…Members of Northminster 
 
If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please 
contact the Pastor. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by 
removing your name from the list, let the Pastor know. 
 
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers. 
Members 
Bill Bailey       Joyce Barker               Rob Barker     
Pam Claterbaugh   Karen Gwitt       Marie Haines         
Jake Hayes        Mary Anne Huff       Dennis Kincer        
Skylar Kirby          Ann Pace                   Mac Pace                
Sandy Smith        Karen Smith                
 
Friends and Family 
Nancy Assaid Joaquin Bielawski 
Shirley Basham   Donna Betters    
Lucy Collier               Terry Foss    
Dan Cone                   George Smith              
Glenna Myers            Jack Argobast Jr. 
Connie Watkins         Tom Kirby                   
Rene Speese               Vicki Widener 
     

*THE SESSION * 
 

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson 
Elders: Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard Claterbaugh, Dana Esworthy, Matt 
Graybill, Joe Gwitt, Karen Gwitt, Maggie Hambrick, Gary Harris, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard, 
Judy Moore, Dave Snider, Ron Staton, Greg Theimer  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 


