
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
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WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought 
you here today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our 
lives! 
 
 

 



GATHER JOYFULLY 
 
 

THE PRELUDE     
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION 
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare 
for worship.)         
 
BUILDING THE BODY  

                                                                                   
GATHERING HYMN               This is the Day    
This is the day, this is the day  
that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made! 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice 
and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that the Lord has made! 
We will rejoice and be glad in it! 
This is the day, this is the day 
that the Lord has made! 
 
 THE CALL TO WORSHIP    
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  336      We Gather Together 
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; 
he chastens and hastens his will to make known; 
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 
so from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be thine! 

We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 
Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 



ANTHEM                                                                                               Agape Singers 
 
 

GROW SPIRITUALLY 
 
 
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD    Psalm 100 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter 
into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, 
and bless his name. For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations. 
 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
HANDBELL ANTHEMS         Simple Gifts and Danza 
                                
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD   John 1:43-49 
The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto 
him, Follow me. Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 
findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the 
law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And Nathanael 
said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, 
Come and see. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou 
me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast 
under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD                                                            Alonda 
 
JOYOUS RESPONSE                                                                               Russ Merritt 
 
 



*HYMN OF COMMITMENT   649           Amazing Grace 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun. 

 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION  
   Invitation to the Lord's Table 
   Prayer of Consecration 
   Sharing the Elements 
 

   Hymn    472    Kum Ba Yah 
 
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! 
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! 
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! 
O Lord, kum ba yah! 

Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah! 



Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
O Lord, kum ba yah! 

Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! 
O Lord, kum ba yah! 

Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! 
O Lord, kum ba yah! 
 

 
Hymn     538    Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises 
 
Refrain: Hallelujah! We sing your praises; 
all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
Hallelujah! We sing your praises; 
all our hearts are filled with gladness.  (Sung twice) 
 
Christ the Lord to us said; I am wine, I am bread 
I am wine, I am bread: give to all who thirst and hunger.  
Christ the Lord to us said; I am wine, I am bread 
I am wine, I am bread: give to all who thirst and hunger. (Refrain) 
 
Now he sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt, 
strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful gospel.  
Now he sends us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt, 
strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful gospel. (Refrain) 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GO FAITHFULLY 
 
 

*HYMN OFCOMMITMENT  367    Come Ye Thankful People Come 
Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home. 
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. 
God, our Maker, doth provide for our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God's own temple, come; raise the song of harvest home. 

All the world is God's own field, fruit in thankful praise to yield, 
wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 

For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take the harvest home; 
from each field shall in that day all offenses purge away; 
give the angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast, 
but the fruitful ears to store in God's garner evermore. 

Even so, Lord, quickly come to thy final harvest home. 
Gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, 
there forever purified,  in thy presence to abide: 
come, with all thine angels, come; raise the glorious harvest home! 
 
*CHARGE     
  
*THE BENEDICTION  
 

   THE POSTLUDE 
 
   YOUR SERVICE  
 
   *Indicates the People Standing 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US for our annual Thanksgiving fellowship 
luncheon, to be held in the Fellowship Hall immediately following our morning 
worship service.  Come share the feast, and the many friendships! 
 
Advent devotional booklets can be picked up in the narthex. 
 
Our Agape angel tree is up! If you would like to participate, pick an angel, sign out 
your angel on our sign-out sheet. If you choose to buy presents, we ask that you 
return the UNWRAPPED presents in an opaque container, such as a black trash 
bag by December 7th. Be sure to put your angel in the bag or attach it outside. 
If you choose to give money towards an angel, attach your angel to your check and 
put it in the offering plate or give it to Lynn Kirby. If you just want to donate 
money towards presents for any of the angels, make your check to Northminster 
and put angel tree on the memo line. Gifts will be given to the parents on 
December 14th and 21st. 
  
 
Calendar 
 
Today                              10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                                                 Thanksgiving fellowship luncheon 
     
Next Sunday                   10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                          1:00 pm          Agape worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250 
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG 
 
Russ Merritt, Pastor    Melissa Hudson, Music Director 
Susie Tallmage, Secretary                   
                           Ministers…Members of Northminster 
 
If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please 
contact the Pastor. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by 
removing your name from the list, let the Pastor know. 
 
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers. 
Members 
Bill Bailey       Joyce Barker                 Rob Barker     
Pam Claterbaugh              Karen Gwitt               Maggie Hambrick 
Marie Haines                    Jake Hayes               Mary Anne Huff  
Dennis Kincer                  Skylar Kirby                  Ann Pace                
Mac Pace                          Sandy Smith               Karen Smith                
 
Friends and Family 
Nancy Assaid Joaquin Bielawski 
Shirley Basham   Donna Betters    
Lucy Collier               Terry Foss    
Dan Cone                   George Smith              
Glenna Myers            Jack Argobast Jr. 
Connie Watkins         Tom Kirby                   
Rene Speese               Vicki Widener 
     

*THE SESSION * 
 

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson 
Elders: Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard Claterbaugh, Dana Esworthy, Matt 
Graybill, Joe Gwitt, Karen Gwitt, Maggie Hambrick, Gary Harris, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard, 
Judy Moore, Dave Snider, Ron Staton, Greg Theimer  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 


