
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

 
 
 

November 9, 2025 
Twenty second Sunday of Pentecost 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought 
you here today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our 
lives! 
 
 

 



GATHER JOYFULLY 
 
 

THE PRELUDE     
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION 
Haggai 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 17:1-9; Luke 20:27-38 
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare 
for worship.)         
 
BUILDING THE BODY  

                                                                                   
GATHERING HYMN 385   
                          All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
All people that on earth do dwell, 
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell. 
Come ye before him and rejoice. 
 
 THE CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive) 
Minister: We gather this day in joy and Christian fellowship, 
Congregants: for we are the Church of Jesus Christ, 
   we are his Body serving his mission on earth. 
Minister: We gather to pray for the Holy Spirit 
   to come among us, to strengthen us and to guide us. 
Congregants: We pray that in this time God  
   will open our hearts and minds for us to grow in spirit. 
Minister: God's steadfast love endures forever 
   and is with us even now. 
Congregants: Let us rejoice and be glad!  
Minister: Come, let us worship God.  
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE  611   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 
 

 *PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION (unison) 
Holy One, You teach us to give thanks and rejoice 
in all of life's circumstances and situations. 
We praise You for the beauty of Your creation. 
We thank You for the gift of the Church and its congregations. 
We find You in the glimmers and slivers of good news, 



hope, and promise that come as rays of light in our world. 
Yet in all that, we still stumble in sin, and turn away from You. 
Have mercy on us, O God, for we are broken vessels. 
You call us to follow You, but we abandon Your way. 
You invite us into the hope of Your Holy Spirit, 
but we despair and do not trust Your goodness. 
You lead us to Your cross, but we try to skip to the empty tomb 
without accepting what it means to be your disciples. 
Forgive us, awaken us, and transform us, we pray. 
May You grace fill in the cracks of our broken places 
and make us whole, and ready to serve. 
Hear these our silent and personal prayers. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
 
*RESPONSE HYMN   582  
                        Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, And to the Son, whose grace has 
pardoned me, And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 
 

GROW SPIRITUALLY 
 
 
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD    Psalm 98 
1 sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and 
his holy arm have gotten him victory. 2 The Lord has made known his victory, he has 
revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 3 He has remembered his steadfast 
love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
victory of our God. 4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into 
joyous song and sing praises! 5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and 
the sound of melody! 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise 
before the King, the Lord! 7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those 
who dwell in it! 8 Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 9 

before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with 
righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 
 
 
 



THE PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM             
 
MESSAGE FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES            
           
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD   Matthew 22:34-46 
34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sad′ducees, they came 
together. 35 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, to test him. 36 “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it, You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the law and the 
prophets.” 41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a 
question, 42 saying, “What do you think of the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to 
him, “The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, inspired by 
the Spirit,[a] calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, 
till I put thy enemies under thy feet’? 45 If David thus calls him Lord, how is he his 
son?” 46 And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did any one 
dare to ask him any more questions. 

 
THE PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) 
Gracious God, may Your Holy Spirit open for us 
our hearts, our minds, our spirits,  
that we might hear and know Your words 
of love and hope, faith and grace, this day.  Amen. 
 
SERMON                      NOT DOING IT BY OURSELVES...                    Russ Merritt 
                                                                             
*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  26       Earth and All Stars 
   
* PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF GIFTS  (unison) 
God of abundance, take these offerings, which come  
from Your gifts to us, and use them to knit us closer  
to each other and to Your work in this world.  Amen. 



 
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles’ Creed   (unison) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy universal church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
 

GO FAITHFULLY 
 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  641 When in Our Music God Is Glorified 
 
*CHARGE     
  
*THE BENEDICTION  
 

   THE POSTLUDE 
 
   YOUR SERVICE  
 
   *Indicates the People Standing 

 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-A-737649 . All rights 
reserved.  Used by permission CCLI#1241295 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thank you so much to the Northminster Family for all their help with Fran 
Bowling’s services. The “funeral cake” was such a wonderful tribute to her. Most of 
all, I want to thank you for all the care and concern that the congregation has showed 
her through her years of church attendance and even after she moved to Maryland. 
This was always her church home, and she loved every one of you very much. With 
all our love and gratitude, Sydney and Andy. 



 
THE MINISTER IS ON VACATION WITH FAMILY this coming week.  Elder 
Pam Claterbaugh will lead worship and share the sermon in our service next 
Sunday, the 16th. 
 
Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday, November 11th, at 10:00 am at the church. 
 
The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship will meet Thursday, November 20th, at 8:30, back 
at Famous Anthony’s, on Williamson Road next to the Brookside golf 
course.  This is always a great gathering—come and join us! 
 
November 23 is a special Sunday!  Since it is "Christ the King Sunday", we will 
focus on  the Lordship of Jesus in our lives, and will gather at his Table of grace to 
celebrate communion. We will be joined by our sister congregation, Agape Church, 
whose pastor will share a brief  message (with translator).  Following the service,  
we will be treated with a wonderful Thanksgiving fellowship meal!  Please sign up 
in the narthex  if you plan to attend. 
 
AGAPE CHURCH ANGEL TREE-This year, the Discipleship Ministry decided to 
have an angel tree for the children of the Agape congregation. On November 23rd, 
an angel tree will go up in the narthex. There are two ways for you to participate, 
you can purchase items listed on the angel. You can take an angel yourself or share 
an angel with someone else.  The other way to help is by donating money and 
items that will be purchased for angels.  The check should be made to 
Northminster with “AGAPE ANGEL TREE” written on the memo line. 
All gifts, with the angel, need to be brought back to the church by December 14th. 
Please do not wrap them. If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Kirby at 
540-588-1782 or lynnk7009@gmail.com. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY WILL BE THE LAST DAY TO BRING IN YOUR 
DONATIONS FOR THE TEEN CHALLEGE. There is a clear plastic container in 
the Narthex for the paper donations for Teen Challenge. We shall be collecting items 
thru November 16TH.  For more information contact Sherry Moses (540-354-1950)        
          
THE AGAPE CONGREGATION is now worshipping in the Fellowship Hall each 
Sunday afternoon, beginning at 1:00.  If you would like to attend, or if you are 
interested in volunteering to help host these Christian brothers and sisters, mostly 
refugees from the Congo, please contact the Minister. 
 
 



Calendar 
Today                              10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                          1:00 pm        Agape worship 
 
Tuesday                           10:00 am           Circle 1  
     
Next Sunday                   10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                          1:00 pm        Agape worship 
 
NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250 
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG 
 
Russ Merritt, Pastor    Melissa Hudson, Music Director 
Susie Tallmage, Secretary                   
                           Ministers…Members of Northminster 
 
If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please 
contact the Pastor. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by 
removing your name from the list, let the Pastor know. 
 
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers. 
Members 
Bill Bailey       Joyce Barker               Rob Barker     
Pam Claterbaugh   Karen Gwitt       Marie Haines         
Jake Hayes        Mary Anne Huff       Dennis Kincer        
Skylar Kirby          Ann Pace                   Mac Pace                
Sandy Smith        Karen Smith                
 
Friends and Family 
Nancy Assaid Joaquin Bielawski 
Shirley Basham   Donna Betters    
Lucy Collier               Terry Foss    
Dan Cone                   George Smith              
Glenna Myers            Jack Argobast Jr. 
Connie Watkins         Tom Kirby                   
Rene Speese               Vicki Widener 
     

*THE SESSION * 
 

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson 
Elders: Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard Claterbaugh, Dana Esworthy, Matt 
Graybill, Joe Gwitt, Karen Gwitt, Maggie Hambrick, Gary Harris, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard, 
Judy Moore, Dave Snider, Ron Staton, Greg Theimer  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 


