NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day

January 11, 2026
Baptism of the Lord

WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought
you here today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our
lives!



GATHER JOYFULLY

THE PRELUDE

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION
Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43

(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare

for worship.)
BUILDING THE BODY

GATHERING HYMN
150 As with Gladness Men of Old
As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light,
leading onward, beaming bright;
so0, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led to thee.

THE CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive, from Psalm 36)

Minister: How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! May all people
take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.

Congregants: We feast on the abundance of Your house,
and we drink from the river of Your joy.

Minister: For with You is the fountain of life.

Congregants: In Your light we see the light of eternity.

Minister: Come, let us worship our God.

*HYMN OF PRAISE 156  Sing of God Made Manifest

*PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION (unison)

O God, our refuge and our strength, we come to You

in praise, in thanksgiving, in need, and in confession.

You alone are the source of all peace and hope.

You alone are our guide through the darkness of this world.
The storms of life are many, and we face challenges

of despair and pain, doubt and grief, anger and confusion.
Hold us close, so that we can know we are Yours,
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feel Your steady presence, and live in Your peace.

You have given us a variety of gifts to use to Your glory,

but we are reluctant to share and hesitant to serve.

Each of us has been blessed uniquely by Your Spirit,

but we hide our light under a bushel and do not shine in Your love.
Forgive us, embolden us, and make us new, we pray.

Help us to claim our gifts, and to use them in the work of Your Kingdom.
Hear these our private and personal prayers.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE HYMN
152 What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright Puer Nobis Nascitur

What star is this, with beams so bright,
more lovely than the noonday light?
’Tis sent to announce a newborn king,
glad tidings of our God to bring.

O Jesus, while the star of grace
impels us on to seek your face,
let not our slothful hearts refuse
the guidance of your light to use.

GROW SPIRITUALLY

THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD  Isaiah 42:1-9

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have
put my Spirit upon him, he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry or
lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street;  a bruised reed he will not break, and
a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He
will not fail or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the
coastlands wait for his law. 3 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and
stretched them out, who spread forth the earth and what comes from it, who gives
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: ¢“I am the Lord, I
have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have
given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that
are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit



in darkness. 31 am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my
praise to graven images. ® Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new
things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”

THE PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

ANTHEM Down Galilee's Slow Roadways West Main

Down Galilee's slow roadways a stranger traveled on from Nazareth to Jordan to be
baptized by John. He went down to the waters like soldier, scribe, and slave, but
there within the river the sign was birth and grave.

Arising from the river he saw the heavens torn; it seemed the sky so open revealed
the Spirit's form. The holy dove descended amid a glorious voice; "You are my own
beloved, my child, my heart, my choice."

We too have found a roadway; it led us to this place. We all have had to travel in
search of hope and grace. But now beside this water again a voice is heard. "You are
my own, my chosen, beloved of your Lord."

MESSAGE FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD Matthew 3:13-17

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 4 John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil
all righteousness.” Then he consented. '®* And when Jesus was baptized, he went up
immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on him; 7 and lo, a voice from
heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

THE PRAYER FOR ENLIGHTENMENT (unison)
Holy God, we need the guidance of Your Word

for the living of these days. Help us to be honest
with ourselves and with You in this sacred moment



of proclamation. Through Christ we pray. Amen.
SERMON THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD Dr. Merritt

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT
480 Take Me to the Water Take Me to the Water

* PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION OF GIFTS

From Your hand we have received all that is good, our God.
We bring You now our gifts of love and thanksgiving,

and ask that You bless and dedicate them to Your service,

so that others may know Your abundant grace and find true life
in Jesus Christ, through whom we pray. Amen.

*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed (unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there
He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy universal church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GO FAITHFULLY
*HYMN OF DEDICATION
265 Jesus Shall Rein Where'er the Sun Duke Street
*CHARGE
*THE BENEDICTION
THE POSTLUDE

YOUR SERVICE



*Indicates the People Standing
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANK YOU to Jane Livesay who has made 312 pillow case dresses this year for
Little Dresses for Africa. Since beginning this passion she has made 712 dresses.
What a feat!!! We thank her so much for her dedication and gift of sewing.

From the Mitten Tree we have collected 19 pairs of socks, 13 gloves, 28 hats and 5
scarves. Your generosity as a congregation has indeed been shown. These items
will go to the Presbyterian Center and RAM where they will be much appreciated.
Thank you for your donations.

THE SESSION WILL MEET ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, following the
worship service. If you have matters for the elders, or if you wish to become part
of the Northminster membership, please contact the Minister.

Circle 1 will meet Tuesday, January 13™, at 10:00 am at the Church.

THE MEN'S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST will meet Thursday, January 15, at
8:30 at Famous Anthony's next to the Brookside Golf Course on Williamson
Road. All men of Northminster are invited to join us!

Join us for our Soup for Seniors luncheon on February 1st after church. Soup and
sandwiches will be served. If you would like to volunteer to bring soup for the
luncheon, please let Lynn Kirby know.

The Souper Bowl supports the LOA for Seniors. During the month of January
through the 1st of February, we will be collecting soup, crackers, ramen noodles,
peanut butter, or other non-perishable foods. Donations can be left in the narthex.
Donations will be taken to the collection site on February 2nd.



THE AGAPE CONGREGATION is now worshipping in the Sanctuary each
Sunday afternoon, beginning at 1:00. If you would like to attend, or if you are
interested in volunteering to help host these Christian brothers and sisters, mostly
refugees from the Congo, please contact the Minister.

Calendar
Today 10:00 am Seekers Class
11:00 am Worship Service
1:00 pm Agape worship
Tuesday 10:00 am Circle 1
Thursday 8:30 am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Famous
Anthony’s
Next Sunday 10:00 am Seekers Class

11:00 am Worship Service
1:00 pm Agape worship



NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG

Russ Merritt, Pastor Melissa Hudson, Music Director
Susie Tallmage, Secretary
Ministers...Members of Northminster

If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please
contact the Pastor. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by

removing your name from the list, let the Pastor know.

Let us keep those listed below in our prayers.

Members

Bill Bailey Joyce Barker Rob Barker
Di Brammer Pam Claterbaugh Karen Gwitt
Maggie Hambrick  Marie Haines Jake Hayes
Mary Anne Huff Dennis Kincer Skylar Kirby
Ann Pace Mac Pace Sandy Smith

Karen Smith

Friends and Family

Nancy Assaid Joaquin Bielawski
Shirley Basham Donna Betters
Lucy Collier Terry Foss

Dan Cone George Smith
Glenna Myers Jack Argobast Jr.
Connie Watkins Tom Kirby

Rene Speese Harry Speese
Vicki Widener Charlie Wilkerson
Kathy Pankavich

*THE SESSION *

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson

Elders: Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard Claterbaugh, Dana Esworthy, Matt
Graybill, Joe Gwitt, Karen Gwitt, Maggie Hambrick, Gary Harris, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard,
Judy Moore, Dave Snider, Ron Staton, Greg Theimer









