
 
 
 
 
 

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Welcome to Christ’s Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day 

 
 
 
 
 

January 4, 2026 
Second Sunday of Christmas 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WE WELCOME YOU TO WORSHIP! You are special, because God brought 

you here today. Together we celebrate and rejoice in God’s blessings in our 
lives! 

 
 
 



 
GATHER JOYFULLY 

 
 

THE PRELUDE     
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR PRAYER AND PREPARATION 
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20;John 1:10-18 
(Congregants are encouraged to read and reflect upon these passages as they prepare 
for worship.)         
 
BUILDING THE BODY  

                                                                                   
GATHERING HYMN  
  132                            Good Christian Friends, Rejoice               IN DULCI JUBILO 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
THE CALL TO WORSHIP   (responsive) 
Minister: God of healing and hope, God of love and life, 
   God of time past and time to come... 
Congregants: We gather to worship You, to build  
   Your beloved community, to find joy and guidance. 
Minister: God of restoration God of vision, 
   God of old and new, 
Congregants: You know our wants, and You know 
   what we truly need in these days. 
Minister: Be with us now, and bless our praise, our prayers, 
   and our engagement with Your Word. 
Congregants: Be with us here, at home in Your love, 
   and open to Your Spirit. 
Minister: Come, let us worship our God! 
 



*HYMN OF PRAISE    
687                                Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                          ST. ANNE 
 

 *PRAYER OF PRAISE AND CONFESSION (unison) 
Eternal God, we praise You that in You alone 
we live and move and have our being. 
As You have always guided Your people  
by our grace and mercy, be with us now, 
as we move into this new year from Your hand. 
Help us to demonstrate the love of Christ  
in all we do and all we say and all we consider. 
We confess that we are sinners, so in our failures 
let us look to You for forgiveness and correction. 
May we lead lives worthy of the calling of our Savior. 
Incline Your ear to us, and grant us Your peace. 
Hear these our private and personal prayers. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
 
*RESPONSE HYMN   
 113                             Angels We Have Heard on High                             GLORIA 
 
Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 

GROW SPIRITUALLY 
 
 
THE FIRST READING OF GOD’S WORD    Isaiah 60:1-6 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes round 
about, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from 
far, and your daughters shall be carried in the arms. 5 Then you shall see and be 



radiant, your heart shall thrill and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea shall be 
turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Mid′ian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall 
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of 
the Lord. 
 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER  
 
HYMN    
 112                            On Christmas Night All Christians Sing          SUSSEX CAROL                                  
    
THE SECOND READING OF GOD’S WORD      Matthew 2:1-12 
1Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to 
worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it is written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
govern my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 
ascertained from them what time the star appeared; 8 and he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring 
me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 When they had heard the king they 
went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till 
it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; 11 and going into the house they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 
 
THE PRAYER FOR ENLIGHTENMENT (unison)  
As we hear and reflect on Your Word, our God,  
we pray that Your Spirit will move among us 
so that we might encounter Your truth, 
and follow Your light shining in the darkness. 
In Christ's name we pray.  Amen. 
 
SERMON                                       STAR FOLLOWERS                              Dr. Merritt             



                                                                             
*HYMN OF COMMITMENT   
 150                                     As with Gladness Men of Old                                     DIX 

 
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   The Apostles’ Creed   (unison) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there 
He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy universal church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Invitation to The Lord’s Table 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
Words of Institution 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
Communion Hymns 114   Away in a Manger                 CRADLE SONG 
                                  129  Lo, How A Rose                 EST IST EIN' ROS' 
                                  144  In the Bleak Midwinter                 CRANHAM 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
 

GO FAITHFULLY 
 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION  
 151                                 We Three Kings of Orient Are              KINGS OF ORIENT 
 
*CHARGE     
  



*THE BENEDICTION  
 

   THE POSTLUDE 
 
   YOUR SERVICE  
 
 
   *Indicates the People Standing 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
THE MEN'S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST will meet Thursday, January 15, at 
8:30 at Famous Anthony's next to the Brookside Golf Course on Williamson 
Road.  All men of Northminster are invited to join us! 
 
THE AGAPE CONGREGATION is now worshipping in the Sanctuary each 
Sunday afternoon, beginning at 1:00.  If you would like to attend, or if you are 
interested in volunteering to help host these Christian brothers and sisters, mostly 
refugees from the Congo, please contact the Minister. 
 
 
Calendar 
 
Today                              10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                          1:00 pm        Agape worship 
 
Monday                            6:00 pm         Circle 2 at Shakers 
    
Next Sunday                   10:00 am    Seekers Class 
                                        11:00 am    Worship Service  
                                          1:00 pm         Agape worship 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
3911 Greenland Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia 24012-3250 
WEBSITE:WWW.NORTHMINSTERPCUSA.ORG 
 
Russ Merritt, Pastor    Melissa Hudson, Music Director 
Susie Tallmage, Secretary                   
                           Ministers…Members of Northminster 
 
If you or someone you know should be included in the list of those needing special prayer, please 
contact the Pastor. If prayers have been answered and we can celebrate God’s goodness by 
removing your name from the list, let the Pastor know. 
 
Let us keep those listed below in our prayers. 
Members 
Bill Bailey       Joyce Barker                Rob Barker     
Di Brammer          Pam Claterbaugh         Maggie Hambrick        
Marie Haines        Jake Hayes                    Mary Anne Huff 
Dennis Kincer       Skylar Kirby                Ann Pace                
Mac Pace              Sandy Smith         Karen Smith                
 
Friends and Family 
Nancy Assaid Joaquin Bielawski 
Shirley Basham   Donna Betters    
Lucy Collier               Terry Foss    
Dan Cone                    George Smith              
Glenna Myers             Jack Argobast Jr. 
Connie Watkins          Tom Kirby                   
Renee Speese              Harry Speese 
Vicki Widener            Charlie Wilkerson  
Kathy Pankavich    

 
 

*THE SESSION * 
 

Clerk of Session: Holly Woodson 
Elders: Frankie Bielawski, Pam Claterbaugh, Richard Claterbaugh, Dana Esworthy, Matt 
Graybill, Joe Gwitt, Karen Gwitt, Maggie Hambrick, Gary Harris, Lynn Kirby, Chuck Lockard, 
Judy Moore, Dave Snider, Ron Staton, Greg Theimer  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    
 


